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SOIL MAP USED TO GROUP SIMILAR 
SOILS INTO "LAND USE CLASSES" 
Selection of areas for initial treatment 
is basic to economic development of blocks 
in the West Midlands. Obviously, it is 
best to develop large areas of the most 
productive "land use classes" first in order 
to obtain the highest and earliest returns 
on capital. The use of areas of poorer soils 
raises initial development costs and pro-
longs the period before the land produces 
a profit. 
Lands Department soil maps, together 
with advice from local officers of the 
Department of Agriculture, can be used to 
define the agricultural potential of various 
farm areas. Soil types with similar 
potential are then grouped into land use 
classes. Clearing and development should 
then be planned so that large areas of the 
better soil types are brought into produc-
tion first. 
The map on this page shows how one 
block owner has related soil types to land 
use classes. It is intended that develop-
ment will begin with 400 acres of Dg2 
soil in the centre section. 
General view of l ight land development—Badgmgarra 1957 
SYMBOLS USED IN SOIL 
MAPS 
(these symbols apply only to 
maps of the areas between 
the Hi l l River and the 
Arrowsmith River) 
D Grey sand 
J Pale yellow sand 
K Good yellow sand 
g Coarse gravel 
h Gravel wi th clay 
c Clay 
I Ironstone 
W W e t 
X Non-arable due to stone 
DEPTH FACTORS 
1 occurrence at 0 " to 4 " 
2 occurrence at 4 " to 12" 
3 occurrence at 12" to 2 4 " 
4 occurrence at 2 4 " to 36" 
I 
(The soil map is reproduced by courtesy of the Department of Lands and Surveys) 
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